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Two !Eﬁendﬂr}r names

face off in a 21st century shootout
Text by Paul Zazarine and Stan Rarden” | Photegraphy by Paul Zazarine
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O the other hand, the (G702 an von fist inoa
wehvot mlove, [ts subtle, bat it's lethal

T ausast i the data :'!::-:|_'.|:iﬁi.|il.||1 ard :u:ﬁJ_':.'::iﬁ,
wee mvited someexperienced Pantas ewmiers and
ragers, Cme phane call to Walt Hollifield in Cher-
Iotte, Morth Caralin, was all it tooke Walt, coe of
the countys most prolific GT0 collectors, trail-
e in his magnaficesl 44,000 male 1970 BA TV
Judme for & fittle Pontiac family shoeotout (unfor-
tunntely, his cluteh let go on the fisst run), He
by pnaliatex] Lo g of BHEA Togy Stock Elirni-
nator recoed holdar Trumean Fialds, pacer Harald
C{H:ll:, anil Hrr;j.nr_._',-' and Milheeot Chver, Thas
Morth Caroling Mafia™ appraised the 04 Goat

On The Dyno

Oriande’s Reger Ving Autesnedive was kind onough
ho interrupt Heesr busy wosk schedule to diognose owr
GI'Y's parfarmanss cn thair dynamanseter, Joe Vind did
Fm.l.r"".u|||:|l.|!"' scn;unﬂ-gmr runs fo S000 RPM, ond whot
thair anahysls resaled wos Bumineting. Mot of cur di-
firulties in standing-slord lounches was due, ax we dis-
covered, to the fact Fhot auematic GT8s howve speciol
scibequards in ploce o protiect the drivelme from the huge
horqua of tha L5-1 engine, Om Hho- dyno wie wens nol oble
fa uce the cor's off-dle “shattening”, since ofl the
prulls weera dene froen a 2l te the redling in second
geor, but Fe dyno bests did giwe a full oecounting of the
L5e1's parhormionos curve. As s chart shows, our engine
wait mechonicly in full song, moking 259, 1 rear whee!
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Macho Mach 1

We tan’t go without praising the 2004 Mustang Mach 1 that went mana o mane
againgd e GTO, Ford went ouf of their way fo deliver a Mach 1 frem O€ to Ordande
far us, and ne metter hew hard we beot on the Musteno, it just come back for mare,
To Hlustrore jush how steut this peey is; while the GTO needed b be iced down ond
its temputer unpluaged and tre pressure dropped, the caly thing we did to the Mus-
bang was theck the ail,

While the march up looked like a slam-dunk for the GTO, the Mustang wasn't the
Iy vy s Dhsoughe it fe b, Witk JB1 cubic aches and 305 hp [dyna tests ef the
3003 Mioch B sherw it's mare like 320 bp ot the fhywhesl and 280 hp at the rear
wehieels], e Mushang camte closs bo spanking e GTO and praved te be more of a wor:
thy adversory for cur fest, Wa'va heard reposts of the Moch 1 gaing inka the 13z,
and with seme firne (end geiing uied to a balley shither] we Fhink we coidd have
dEpF-MI blowe 14,

= Poul Zozarine
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harsepower ond 276 lb-ft of torque ~ simildr numbers 1o
o L4 Carvette. The Tec-2 engine anclyzer revealed,
herwravar, that the car's computer wis deing #5 bast to
ruin our doy; by progressively “de-tuning” the engine an
ey Sudesiial Fun, respanding to o ceenbinetien of pee
sory inputs. The oppressive %3-degree heat, fhe humid-
ity ond o loed of lerribie gaselos were sending Hrong
signals to the compuder bo pull timing out of the engine,
Winei soys this protecive mechenism, olong with the cer's
ather kiljoy apparatus Bke Tracton Conkrol and Terque
Manegemont, conspired o molos the automnalicdrons car
o lorge purple brick from zero fo teenty. If we were
gesng te heve oy Fun of all, we were going ba bave B
“putthank™ this tor's block box, We're groseful he Yinc
Autamative for their knewledgeabls aesishance,

— Sfan Rorden
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Another 40th Anniversary

Tho 2004 GTO scpobied ko v by Portor rominded me of tha devaskting reod bt of the
19464 GTO w Had Rodd mogazine. Hot Hod hasd beery rying ho el Huasir kazevds on o BT sinos
weowre] (hoden haot the car wos geing b ba mbeased and wore rot ploosd when Car & Deivar
ssmegsnd thioen, Thiry Bralhy tracked dorwr o coreertbie that hod besn ordomnd by the weite of
Portiar s LA soene offre o it W, They woren | impressed

Tha £ thuiey hiped o] wind @ Rpuir-bemris, teviorSeed Aoyl [OPERIONE WL O
ol o L0 | peg e Hod R Sound it i be, bramidy, & e ond righlly i Tl wihary
tha iy cleall Mty v, They oise meded ¥ wor corwer Suon e X3 Impoin Scper Sport
et saat muaoeth

Berording .ﬁ-h'n'q'nn-g:r‘:.in b ook oy Doy, i was this disostrous rood st thod
ked him #o coervines PMD Genernl Managor John Delorsan thet ha needad o et of specinlly
;m,-p{q-nd bl ey For the pireds Pzl to emvpure tha oors would neser foll bo e inirr:_nre-l.t'r'.'r
tesd uinbars, Were they ringers? Of courss they were. Bul on the same foloon, they
reprasrind whid = GT0 coold do b the quarter mille F propored prope©ly.

Farty yasars ligler P Erifaiat o s wit g 2000 GTD ord gueii w1 s oo
w..-:lm-u-:-;r.r,l}.#'r:p:ﬂ-ca'H':fmh"::r':?n!'ﬁuvwr:r e o,
forrung @ 1487, This wes o misase] snprise, expecesty i iighl of e e v bod been guied
i i ot of Ponia: and reminded us of whet had hoppened 40 yeors sariier.
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coally mid mespectiully, reserving comment angtil
n ern the cor hind demonstrated ita nhalaty 1o belive

like & (P, Everyone had sent lrme i the Mos-
Mu IE tang and the GIO for driving sssecoments. 2
Ec dicla’t tadee bong for the new Coal to make fhends

with this triediticeal Pontine posse. Even theagh

Ma tch thit goodd old -stoplight. Leal ie atill part of o

misclscnr e resurm; todays muselocnrs are {and
have 4o bel about mome than just straight-tee
nane pg-.rli'nr::-_-:u;'e S0 our et divvers mede SeEre o
evaluate eerry espect of the cury’ performance
Hoth csirs seored highly an &t and fmash, but the
CTO impresssend everyane as o far moee upscala
aufamiptEle than the Mustang
Wi then hit the -:||'.||.: .--|I'i5l- for :1‘|r.=1.'ip_|'|L-|.i|.'||:'

Tale of The Tape

2004 Mach | 2004 GTO
Engine MOD DOHC v-3 QHY, T volwea par cpandes
Duplacamant 131 &0 34 Cath
Horsepowes J035 & 5800 230 8 300
Targee 220 @ 4200 365 O 4000
I:um;-rr.-. L0 18.1:1 10L 111
Ird uartipe sequerly al multport el ijeiteah bbb ehiah- e by |";I! e
T e e L e, Gy PRIy 8- ppettd §iecironic outooea™r
Leor Lule 155 YA

—Poul Ieaarne

pcoeleration tests wndir 8 Sdegree sun, with
paunlly high homidity, Walt and Troman alter-
nnted driving the two cars, and on the T
[lruk jrmas we leru=ee W Buid broaeble, Duy il
pronny G T enging contml compater inkubitixl
off-idhe performanes so seserely that thie car I
erally fell oa g fuee off the line HRepeatod
ptbornpts tocore this adlment. nchuded borning off
tha tracteom amird, eathenng the throtde an
ik Iovunch and drivinge the carous past the tree
bwefre nailing the throttls, Best we could muster
w0 14,7904 mpl. Mearnwhile, the Mach 1 wis
ppatikcing the GO on every pase, What gl

W endstod the aiid of Brott Downs and Fhil
Dhomas of Orlande’s Modern Amercan Sporta
T, Eiﬁh:iﬂ.ﬁ!:u in LT and 151 P{Tﬁm:uum'
Brugt prescribed an amwrgoncy seesion at Boger
Vinei” Automotive. Tha Vinci folke worg |
vavough to clear the chinsas dyno for us, which
revnaled that the G0 weas mechenieally sound,
bt severcly challenped in the comparter area
(e sadebart Based on the compoter datn, our
pre-preduction cor stall had some “Holden™ in it
|'1|h'i.n|_=-mn;r|,:-'| :Im‘b-utnh. the meet maddening of
sehibeh sl @ somqueE minament routing whil
Il Rvw-end performanes an hard Tnunchon -
an unfortunate daraclenistic of automatic trung
04 (T8 This, ples the oppressive’ heat nnd
hamidity and a losd of bad foel, conspired to
prvent the GTO from turming the times we
knan it was capabé ol

|n-‘,qr|;'.*=|i1:|_|:l;]}', froma 20 86 130 ATPH the ear
pralbed like an ¥-18 on o cotapult launds, Coee
rolling, feesding i mons scoslerator pinesd vou
bk o £he st and loop you there vl you ket
ofl. Probdem was, the oamputer would not adlow
all that powr Lo come orilrre whes we Clroppwec]
Ui luemomer from o stancding gtarc

W fiwed thal problém the next morming
thinks to Brett's news=millenninm tuning
tricke, starting with o small rezistor that (ooled
ihe computer mio thinking it was 56 degrons
outride metead of 85 Next, we dissbled the
traction controd and ermsed the computess
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memory by pulbing the EX
rrarm. Thase qarrifree- i, -|.-:-ng Wik

ng tha
MAF seneor and intake mundold bebwesn rans,
refulted in oa best ET of 14,0658 MPH. The
Mach 1, whose S-apesd-ahifted 2810 angine
conaistentlr clicked off KTy in the 14.40s,
meenrded 3 bost tme ol 14,14,

The third sepment of our tanthlon was on
the bandling course, and that rendered some
=ty b s wedl W -'-qp_ﬂ:ei': the meoe
alehle Xustang to excel in this arey, bot st the
ondl of frra muns ench, the GTO had bested the
iMustang through our tght. 800-foot slalom
foatrse, ranning th eonen from o standing staret
it 11.5 secomds o e Mllnul_r_.g's 124 seconds
Unoe agmin. each driver pod maultiple moms i pac
ear to ensume firmesas

Wie've drawn two conclussons for this mat
up. First, our detuned GTO galot car is not
ndicative of how the production ears will per-
[erm. With a few tricks, wo ehovod B0 ofF the
ET, Production GTUw will easily be into the
mid-13s, and neost i.|'|5.|u.-|'|:':.|'|1!._:.-'I the manmal
prins (TR will mat huovve thie torgue manape-
monl periormanee-killar tn their compoizrs
Hicond, Z004 GTO drivers will have no probdem
deferdding the GM fiag
brunds of Mustung street racors, ot leass s long
s thay're not driving 400 hp Cobras!
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DRIVING IMPRESSIONS: 2004 GTO

After twa days behind the whael of this cor, in every driving situation from
dragirip ta bumper-le-bumpss troffic, everyone gab o geod flavoes of tha GTO,

THE “NC MAFIA”

Walt Hallifield: The car s o werd = “Strong™

¥ i oalient qur_f.f:,l. comiortobls, unhalisvably fasl..con'l ballewe ki hash this thing
gof ho 130 MPH... kar the firit Feme in o long Aime, here's & obr you ton work o,
ksbb-roed, improrve_ li's poing be padt o bt of han bock inte sl performomce.

Hoveed Cool: The cor @ o wond - “Uasgpes
"o Pk 1 @ vy B bt young oned ofd mundlecor Bora.greot it ond Arish, much B
SXPEnEYE Ioreign CoFL. U deed drow & crowd... daservai the nome GTD."

Rodney Cliver: The cor in a word = “For real” [okay, iwo wonds., whatever|

Tpralfer in persen ihen In plekiras,..o whaole lot mare car thos | expached., sHll nat
nostalgic encugh - needs more “throwbedk’ skyling,.absolataly the fostest show-
roam sleck cor I evir dilvan.”

Millicent CHpwer: The car i o 'ward = 'E:":il-,_—_ﬂ-.—-!-'
proot oossnaben.bod blind wpots (reor ond side visiility],. needi mare gouges
i Cvices oo’ dash dapleri erachive, bol mad digmincites rresagh - neech
maen GTD stylng e

Treman Felds: The tar i o word = “Surprising”
wuitlider'F et it ba b Enia Eiromg,, frals qreat, hke &n aapeniive CO . [PeS. £ 5 gu"-\g
ko ihik everyena an tha sreet,”

THE EDITORS

Stan Rerder: The car in o word = * Serling”

¥ oomyone who zoys Mhis cor l3 platn-fose hasa't -deed # i person.. sounds ke o big
brlescic = Iettenang b o g& dereen tha dr ogship was o Fnll. hu-ir I:r:up.-rn'm; exhoust
rutrbe_beirorien | Fa peact-throitle risponte e this nce 1949,

Powd Pororima; Tha cor in @ word -

" Rirmunaing”

this car o unbebevably sbrong..iheofle resporse i ight mow and the resulting
nach imapaing sewer feels like aucleer lunon ond fat infemal tomburiion -
the tockpit § sumpbuous and ] vpped threugh the slobom like o slal cor.”

L4298 MPH
L30T MPH e
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