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L has to be one of the most anticipated launches in recent history—the resurrection of the GTO,

As even the most casual hobbyist knows thanks to lots of coverage in HPP and other media hype, the ‘04

Goat is based on the Holden Monaro, a sports coupe produced by GM's Australian division, The reardrive
four-seater will be powered by the Gen 111 LS1 V-8 and offer a six-speed manual transmission or four-speed
automatic. Horsepower has been approximated at the 340 mark, but we understand some tweaks are still
underway and the final numbers may not be revealed until shortly hefore the GTO hits showrooms.

Much also has been written about the re-engineering necessary to make the Monaro's platform suitable
for the North American market; not the least challenge of which was flopping the steering wheel to the
opposite side of the dashboard. Beyond these basics, not much is known about the GTO's specifics as was
stated in our June 2003 cover story:

But, HIGH PERFORMANCE PONTIAC has been informed from reliable sources and has pestered athers,
to reveal more significant information regarding the GTO's specifications, What follows is mostly fact, part-
Iy rumor, and certainly subject to change by the time the first GTOs arrive on the boat from Down Under,

By the way, dealers officially started accepting orders for the GTO in June (if they hadn't already been
holding on to deposit checks). If you're interested, you'd better hurry. Production for the first couple of vears
is scheduled for just 18,000 per—a drop in the bucket for auto sales. They'll likely go very quickly, and you
can expect dealers to pad the sticker price to take advantage of the high demand/low volume situation.
Pricing is expected to be in the $35K range, so shop smartly,

ENGINE

As you know, if you read our past stories, the GTOs engine is the 5.7L LS1, similar to the version in the
defunct F-cars. But it's not exactly the same. Here’s where the GTO's LS1 compares and contrasts with the
E-car and Corvette versions;

» A higherlift camshaft is used primarily to hoost torque by about 20 ft-lb (approximately 360 fi-1b),

» A redesigned oil pan is employed which has the inner bafles and surnp moved to the front of the pan.

This is necessary to clear the GTO's crossmember,

* The intake manifold is the LS6 version with no EGR and has a returnless fuel system,

e Unlike Corvette, the GTO will use a cable-actuated throttle, not electronic throttle control, We're told

this is the last version of the 151 that will use a traditional throttle cable,

* LS6-style catalytic converters are used and mounted closer to the exhaust manifolds for quick heat up

on cold starts.
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As we've mentioned, final horsepower and
torque figures have not been released. We under-
stand Pontiac is trying to squeeze as much as pos-
sible out of the LS1, while not stepping on the toes
of the Corvette,

Interestingly, Pontiac has publicly claimed sub-
G-second 0-60 performance capabilities for the
G10, Compared to a Corvelte, which packs 350
horses and weighs easily 2 couple hundred pounds
less, don’t be surprised if the GTO's final horsepow-
er rating tums out to be a bit of corporate sand-
bagging. (Anybody who's put his or her LS1 F-car
on a chassis dyno knows the published horsepower
numbers were modest, so this wouldn't be an
unprecedented move.)

We suspect that the GTO will be quick, but still
lag behind the Vette on the drag strip. This would
likely require more than 340 horses, so if it turns
out the GTO can hang with a Vetle between stop-
lights, then vou'll know the fix is in—regardless of
the published horsepower numbers.

We also understand Pontiac engmeem have
gone to great lengths to give the GTO a grum-
bling exhaust note. We've been told that the
Monaro’s H-pipe and single muffler system were
ditched in favor of a true dual exhaust system.
Resonators and unequal length exhaust pipes
also have been tested to determine whether
thev'd produce the desired musclecar sound.
We'll have to wait until the production version to
see the shape the final design takes.

TRANSMISSIONS

As we mentioned, there are two trannys: the
4160-E electronically controlled fourspeed over-
drive automatic and the T-56 six-speed manual,
Again, they're not quite the same as those used in
the F-cars.

The 4L60-F has a deeper 3.06 first gear and a
higher-stall torque converter, (compared to the
I-car), both necessary 1o help launch the heav-
ier Holden platform. We also understand the
4160-E has been upgraded with some of the
stronger parts found in the Hydramatic 4L65-F
transmission, a version of the 4160 found in
some GM tr uci\a

As for the T-56, the gearbox has basically the
same gearing as the M12 box in the Corvette Z06.
That means a 2.97 first gear, as well as 0.84- and
0.56-ratio overdrives, (The F-car and current LS1
Vette's MMG have 2.66 first gears and 0.74, 0.56
overdrives.) This minor difference in ratios, how-
ever, has a fairly significant impact on torque
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